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All praise is due to Allah and may the Blessings and Peace be upon the 
Messenger of Allah. To follow; 


Allah (j4, ilaxx dispatched the Messengers with a call toward His Tawhid and 
a warning from shirk and worship of Tawaghit, He 1b said: 


Sg Sth gil all lgtel ol Vgirs Aol IS 09 iat Lil 


And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger saying ''Worship 
Allah and avoid Taghit." [16:36] 


And: 
- fF @ 1 ok oe a fag wags Berne Fe SS 
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And We sent not before you any messenger except that We revealed to him 
that, ''There is no deity except Me, so worship Me." [21:25] 


And such was the Message of the Seal of all Messengers by whom Allah spread 
Tawhid and built His lighthouse, and demolished the fortresses of Shirk and 
uprooted its remains. May Allah send Peace and abundant Blessings upon him. 


After some years and generations, mankind had become estranged from their 
religion and many became ignorant of matters of Tawhid, and the clear-cut 
issues of the religion and Tawhid became a subject of dispute and questions 
among many from the ignorant - who are truly ignorant even if they become 
great in number - and this is not strange as the Prophet als ale al) le said: 
"Islam began strange and will return to being strange as it began.” 


From the wonders of this time is that the Islamic government of Taliban broke 
the icons and idols in Afghan lands, the news of which — by Allah — chests and 
eyes of the people of Tawhid experienced delight, while it enraged the various 
types of the people of shirk, be it the worshippers of idols or of what they call 
cultural heritage. And what is truly amazing about this is that among those who 
wept for those Buddha idols, are some defeatists who claim to be from the 
people of knowledge and Islam, in the same trench as those Buddha 
worshippers — and Allah’s refuge is sought — they’ve been provided media 
exposure in order to deceive laymuslims, lying in their claims that the 
Legislation does not approve of such actions. May Allah curse them, how 
deluded they are! 
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For by Allah, not even the boys and toddlers brought up upon Tawhid would 
doubt that such an action is from the greatest of means to becoming close with 
Allah, and from the best acts of obedience. Because of this the Prophets were 
sent and Messengers dispatched, and we would have never thought that such a 
time would come when there would be a need to affirm the proofs that breaking 
idols and icons and dens of shirk is from the greatest of religious obligations, 
however we live in strange times. 


Due to that, in your hands is a research concerning the fact that breaking idols is 
an established matter with which Islam came and which it commands, and that 
the people of Tawhid thank the Taliban for what they did. I have divided this 
work into two chapters: 


The first chapter: On the ruling of depicting animate objects, and it has four 
subheadings: 


The first: On the ruling of creating them 

The second: On the generality of their prohibition 

The third: The proofs for breaking them 

The fourth: The madhahib and statements of people of knowledge about it 


The second chapter: Response to the misconceptions raised by scholars of 
misguidance, and it has five subheadings: 


The first: The misconception that the Sahabah left statues alone in the lands 
they conquered 


The second: The misconception that only those statues which are worshipped 
are prohibited 


The third: The misconception that Maslahah calls to leaving those statues 
alone 


The fourth: The misconception that these statues belong to the people of 
dhimmah 


The fifth: The misconception that analogy is to be drawn between those statues 
and dolls 
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Then I end this research by clarifying the danger of ignorance in such a matter. I 
ask Allah <4 to make this research beneficial to whoever reads it and to make 
it sincere for His Blessed Face. And may Allah send Blessings upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his followers and Companions. 
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The first chapter: On the ruling of depicting animate objects 
The first subheading: On the ruling of creating them 
The second subheading: On the generality of their prohibition 
The third subheading: The proofs for breaking them 


The fourth subheading: The madhahib and statements of people of knowledge 
about it 
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The first subheading: On the ruling of creating them 


Islam came to establish the base of Tawhid and build its pillars, and to demolish 
the dens of shirk and remove its foundations. Thus the foundation of the call of 
Mustafa was to establish the Tawhid of Allah li; 4s and dethrone and 
remove all Tawaghit despite the difficulty in that, and to disbelieve in them as 
He 13 said: 

(sbigll 9558) Hiuaiiul 188 al uodis ooclbll 585) vad 


So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the 
most trustworthy handhold. [2:256] 
And: 
Cgé tbl lgisiSls ail Igitel of Vg ins ad! US 0d Liss LBs 
And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger saying ''Worship 


Allah and avoid Taghit." [16:36] 


Thus the Legislator took care of everything to establish the base of Tawhid and 
protect its dignity, and remove the impurities of shirk and block the means, 
paths and ways to it. In that is included the creation and building of statues, and 
the authentic evident texts on the prohibition of creating statues of animate 
objects are widespread, Ijma’ on their prohibition was reported by numerous 
scholars, and the proofs for it are many. 


As for some of the proofs: 
The first proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah ule <i) le 
alus said: “Those who create images will be punished on the Day of 
Resurrection by being commanded to give life to that which they created.” 


The second proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from ‘Abdillah b. Mas’td who said: The Messenger of 
Allah als asle ai! (lo said: “The most severely punished people on the Day of 
Resurrection will be the image-makers.” 


The third proof: 
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In Bukhari and Muslim from Sa’td b. Abil-Hassan who said: A man came to Ibn 
‘Abbas and said: “I am a man who makes images for a living so give me your 
verdict about them.” He said: “Come closer.” So he came closer to him, then he 
said: “Come closer.” So he came closer until he touched his head with his hand, 
and said: “I will tell you what I heard from the Messenger of Allah le <i! luo 
alus, I heard the Messenger of Allah albus aile ai! (le saying: ‘Every image- 
maker will be in the fire and all his images he created will be given life to 
punish him in jahannam.’ If you absolutely must create images, then make 
images of trees and inanimate objects.” 


The fourth proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from ‘A’ishah from the Prophet ales ale at! le said: 
“From those most severly punished on the Day of Resurretion are the ones who 
make something that resembles the creation of Allah.” 


The fifth proof: 


In Bukhari from Abi Juhayfah that the Prophet ales ale «i! le cursed the 
image-makers. 


The sixth proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from Ibn ‘Abbas from the Prophet albus ule at) jbo said: 
“Whoever creates an image in Duniya will be forced to cast a soul into it on the 
Day of Resurrection, and he will not be able to do it.” 


The seventh proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from Abii Hurayrah from the Prophet als ade 4) ~le 
said: Allah J=s 5< said: “Who is more unjust than those who go and create 
something resembling My creation? Let them create an atom or a grain or 
barley.” 


The eighth proof: 


From Jabir who said: “The Messenger of Allah ales ate at) bs prohibited from 
having pictures in the house and that they be created.” Narrated Tirmidht and 
declared it authentic. 


The ninth proof: 
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Tirmidhi narrated and declared it authentic from Abt Hurayrah: The Messenger 
of Allah ales ae at) be said: “A neck made of hellfire will come out on the 
Day of Resurrection, which has two eyes with which it sees and two ears with 
which it hears, and a tonge with which it speaks. It will say: I have been 
entrusted with three — with every obstinate tyrant, with everyone who calls a 
deity besides Allah, and the image makers.” 


The tenth proof: 


Imam Ahmad narrated from ‘Asim from Abi Wa’il from ‘Abdillah that the 
Messenger of Allah ales alc a) ~lo said: “The most severely punished people 
on the Day of Resurrection are a man who killed a prophet or was killed by a 
prophet, an Imam of misguidance, and those depicting the creation.” 


The eleventh proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from Abi Hurayrah 4ic 4! 2) said: The Messenger of 
Allah ales ate at) lo said: “The angels do not enter a house in which are statues 
or images.” And in the narration of Abi Talhah: “The angels do not enter a 
house in which is a dog or an image.” 


The twelfth proof: 


From Mu’awiyah that he addressed the people and mentioned that the 
Messenger of Allah ales ate atl bo prohibited seven things and one of them 
was image-making. 


The apparent meaning of these narrations (despite some of them being 
problematic) is the prohibition of images of animate creatures, and from the 
meanings which indicate prohibition: 


. Cursing the image-maker 

. That he is from those most severely punished on the Day of Ressurection 
. That he is from the most unjust of mankind 

. The prohibition of image-making 

. That the angels will not enter a house in which are statues or images 


aA BWN 


Such a severe threat is not found in many prohibitions. Nawawi 4! 4s) said in 
Sharh Muslim (14/81): “Our companions and others from the scholars stated: 
Making images of living creatures is prohibited with a severe prohibition, and it 
is from the major sins because of the severe threats mentioned in narrations.” 
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The second subheading: On the generality of their prohibition 


The Prophetic narrations make clear that this prohibition is general, 
encompassing all categories of depicting and image-making, no difference 
between one type of statue and another, be it depicting with the purpose of 
worship or art or preserving cultural heritage or anything other than that, and 
whether they are small or large, new or old. The texts clarify this generality 
from a number of ways: 


The first way: literal generality 


It is to analyse the words and expressions used in narrationg prohibiting statues 
and image-making, and clarify that they indicate generality from various angles: 


The first angle: 

His saying “Whoever creates and image” the “whoever” indicates generality. 
The second angle: 

His saying “Every image-maker is in the fire” and “Every” indicates generality. 
The third angle: 


His saying “Do not leave any image unless you defile it” the “image” is 
indefinite in the context of negation, thus indicating generality. 


The fourth angle: 


His saying “The most severely punished people on the Day of Resurrection will 
be the image-makers.” The “image-makers” has a definite article attached to it 
for emphasis, therefore indicating generality. 


Thus it becomes clear that the general wording of these narrations indicates all 
depicitons. 


The second way: metaphorical generality 


It is to analyse the meanings and reasoning in narrations surrounding the 
prohibition of depicting and image-making, to derive the reason or ‘illah for 
prohibition. And the cause of prohibiting image-making as is clear from the 
texts is as follows: 
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The first reason: 


They are a means of worshipping other than Allah .j4 and a path to extremism 
and glorifying these images, and it is precisely how shirk began among the sons 
of Adam, as Bukhari narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas +e a) 2) about His Ve 
saying: 


[5iu5g 89279 Gigs Vo LElgtv Vo [89 O535 Vg pSipJ] 0555 V Iolldg 


And said “Never leave your gods and never leave Wadd or Suwa' or 
Yaghith and Ya'igq and Nasr.” [71:23] 


He said: “The names formerly belonged to some pious men from the people of 
Nth, and when they died, Satan inspired their people to prepare and place idols 
at the places where they used to sit, and to call those idols by their names. The 
people did so, but the idols were not worshiped until those people had died.” 


And Tirmidhi narrated from Abi Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 40) lo 
als aie said: "Allah will gather mankind on the Day of Resurrection on a single 
plane, then the Lord of the Worlds will come to them and say: 'Let every person 
follow what they used to worship.’ So to the worshipper of the cross, his cross 
shall be symbolized to him, and to the worshipper of images his images, and to 
the worshipper of fire his fire. They will follow what they used to worship.” 


Ibn al-Qayyim said in Ighathah al-Luhfan (1/184): “And more than one of the 
Salaf said: These (idols) used to be a pious people from the people of Nih ile 
e-Lull so when they died the people would stay at their graves and they made 
statues of them, until they began worshipping them. They combined between 
two trials: the trial of graves and the trial of statues. And they are two trials to 
which the Messenger of Allah als; ae ai) be alluded in the agreed upon 
narration of ‘A’ishah kic 4) 4.2) that Umm Salamah lee «il 2) mentioned a 
church to the Messenger of Allah which she saw in the land of Abyssinia, which 
was named Mariah. She mentioned to him what she saw there of images, so the 
Messenger of Allah said: ‘Those are a people who, when a pious person among 
them died, they would build a masjid on top of his grave and make those 
images. They are from the worst of creatures with Allah 14.’ 


And in another wording in Bukhari and Muslim: That Umm Habibah and Umm 
Salamah mentioned a church they saw, and this narration combined between 
statues and graves. And such was the cause of worshipping Lat, because Ibn 


9 


CARAVAN OF LIGHT PUBLICATIONS 
PROOFS FOR BREAKING IDOLS 


Jarir narrated through a chain from Sufyan from Manstr from Mujahid about 
the verse: 


isSallg MUI p18] 
So have you considered al-Lat and al-'Uzza? [53:19] 


He said: ‘He used to prepare suwayq for them, then died and they used to stay at 
his grave.’ And Abul-Jawza’ said the same from Ibn ‘Abbas lic ail =): ‘He 
used to prepare suwayq for the Hujjaj.’ Thus you can see that the cause of 
worshipping Wadd, Yaghuth, Nasr and Lat was by glorifying their graves then 
depicting them, and eventually worshipping them as the Prophet alluded to.” 


Ibn al-‘Arabi al-Maliki (3 atl 465 said in Ahkam al-Qur’an (4/8-10): “That 
which necessitates its prohibition in our law and Allah knows best is what the 
Arabs were upon from worshipping idols and icons, making images of them and 
then worshipping those images. Thus Allah blocked the means and closed the 
doors to it. If it is said: “When the images and their creation are censured in the 
authentic saying of the Prophet ales 4sle atl <lo ‘Whoever makes an image Allah 
will punish him until he casts a soul into it and he will never be able to do it.’ 
And in another narration: “Those who make something resembling the creation 
of Allah’; The reasons are not as you claim.” We say: He prohibited from 
images, and the reason for this prohibition is their resemblance to the creation of 
Allah — and the fact they’re worshipping them besides Allah is in addition to 
that, so if the act of their creation is a disobedience, then what do you think 
about their worship? And the books of tafsir mention the affair of Yaghuth, 
Ya’uq and Nasr, and that they used to be men then their images were made after 
their deaths and they were worshipped. And you’re surely familiar with what 
takes place in Alexandria. If one of them dies, they make a beautifully-looking 
image out of wood, place it in their house, dress it in their clothes if it was a 
man and in jewelry if it was a woman, and close the door. Then if one of them is 
afflicted by distress or something he dislikes, he will open the door and sit at 
this icon, crying and seeking salvation until his grief stops and his tears dry, 
then he leaves and closes the door. And if this is done for a long time, they will 
eventually take them as the rest of the icons and idols.” 


The second reason: 


Imitation of Allah’s 14 creation as is indicated in his ales ale at! le saying 
“those who imitate Allah’s creation” and his saying “those who make 
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something resembling the creation of Allah” and His saying in Hadith Qudst: 
“Who is more unjust than those who go and create something resembling My 
creation?” And his saying “He will be forced to cast a soul into it” and these 
narrations had been previously mentioned. This reason is apparent and 
established, cannot be abrogated or changed according to time and place, or 
according to the size of the statues and images. 


Ibn Dagig al-‘Id (lle atl 44a) said in Ihkam al-Ahkam (2/171): “The legislative 
proofs on preventing images and image-making are clear yet some say that they 
mean a mere dislike, and that the emphasis is only due to closeness to the era of 
idol worship. And that in this time, Islam had spread far and wide, its principles 
are applied and so we are not in an equal place to those back then. According to 
us, this is clearly invalid due to what these narrations mention of punishment for 
image-makers in the Hereafter, as it will be said to them: ‘Give life to what 
you’ve created.’ And this cause is in opposition to what those have said. And 
his saying ‘something resembling the creation of Allah’ is evident, and this 
reason is independent of any particular time, and it is not for us to divide the 
clear and apparent texts according to imaginary possibilities upon other than tis 
intended meaning which is creating something which resembles Allah’s 
creation.” 


The third reason: 


It constitutes resembling the Mushrikin and idol worshippers, and it is 
established in the Sunan from Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah le ai) lus 
alu» said: “Whoever imitates a people is from them.” 


The fourth reason: 


That it prevents the angels from entering the house as was preceded, and in 
Bukhari and Muslim: “The angels do not enter a house in which are images.” 


By considering these reasons it becomes abundantly clear that statues enter into 
these matters. If it is taken for worship then it enters into the first reason while 
being present in the rest of the reasons as well, and if it is taken for another 
reason then it enters into every reason other than the first, and it is prohibited in 
all situations. 


The third way: The practical application of the Messenger of Allah 4! (ua 
plus dulce 
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Whoever considers the actions of the Messenger of Allah alas ale atl (lo will 
clearly see that the prohibition is general to all categories of statues, and its 
clarification is as follows: 


Firstly: Either they are taken for worship, and in this case the widespread 
authentic narrations affirm its their destruction and removal and he commanded 
with it, and this will — if Allah é wills — be mentioned in the third 
subheading. 


Secondly: Or it is taken for other than worship, and from that: 


1. Tirmidhi (2806) and he authenticated it, and Abu Dawid (4158) from 

Abii Hurayrah who said: The Messenger of Allah ales ale atl be said: 
“Jibril came to me and said: ‘Indeed I had come to you last night, and 
nothing prevented me from entering upon you at the house you were in, 
except that there were images of men at the door of the house, and there 
was a curtain screen with images on it, and there was a dog in the house. 
So go and sever the head of the image that is at the door so that it will 
become like a tree stump, and go and cut the screen and make it two 
throw-cushions to be sat upon, and go and expel the dog.’ So the 
Messenger of Allah als ale a) bo did so, and the dog was a puppy 
belonging to Hussayn or Hassan which was under his belongings, so he 
ordered him to expel it.” 
And what is known by necessity is that this statue which was in the 
Prophet’s als ale ai! lo house was not taken for the purpose of worship, 
and no Muslim will doubt this and yet, Jibril commanded him to remove 
it. 

2. And his rebuke of ‘A’ishah when she brought a curtain which had 
images on it which used to distract him. This will be mentioned later if 
Allah .j5 wills, and nobody will say that this curtain was taken for 
worship! 
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The third subheading: The proofs for breaking them 


With considering these texts mentioned in subheadings one and two, the stern 
prohibition of statues and images becomes abundantly clear since they are tied 
to severe threats, and the ruling of removal upon them is based upon this stern 
prohibition, and on its harms. The proofs in this chapter are abundant, and Islam 
came not except to annihilate these idols and icons and correct the pure Tawhid, 
and from the proofs for this are as follows: 


The first proof: 


His 4 saying about Ibrahim au!) ae: 


Gye Iglgi Ol 383 pSolol OLSV alg 


And by Allah, I will surely plan against your idols after you have turned 
and gone away. [21:57] 


So the Khalil a>u!l 4ale stood firm with a lack of supporters upon breaking the 
deities and icons of his people, and He 16 said: 

dae (ually paalyi] 99 AS Sgiul pS) G5 35 
There has already been for you an excellent pattern in Ibrahim and those 
with him. [60:4] 
Until He J1t3 said: 
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Except for the saying of Ibrahim to his father ''I will surely ask forgiveness 


for you.” [60:4] 


Ibn Jarir ji atl asa) said in his Tafsir (28/62): “He oS .}45 said ‘There has 
already been for you an excellent pattern in Ibrahim and those with him’ in 
these matters which we have mentioned of opposition to the kuffar, enmity to 
them and abandoning Muwalat with them, except in what Ibrahim said to his 
father ‘I will surely ask forgiveness for you’ because he is not a pattern for you 
in that.” 


The exception in this one matter indicates that he is to us an excellent pattern in 
breaking and removing his people’s icons. 


The second proof: 
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His (jt saying: 

93 OS SUI O]* JU aig Gall ee U5 
And say ''Truth has come, and falsehood has departed. Indeed is falsehood 
ever bound to depart." [17:81] 


Bukhari and other than him narrated from Ibn Mas’iid ie 4) 2) said: The 
Prophet alis asle tl le entered Makkah and at that time there were three 
hundred-and-sixty idols around the Kabah. He started stabbing the idols with a 
stick he had in his hand and reciting “Truth has come, and falsehood has 
departed.” 


Qurtubi Qjei al aca) said in his Tafsir (10/314): “This verse indicates the 
breaking of idols if one is able.” 


The third proof: 


His .j5 saying about Misa au! ale about the golden calf which his people 
have taken as a deity: 

LS pall 9d aad £5 alps Usle athe Gib sill Hy 5] hilg 
And look at your deity to which you remained devoted. We will surely burn 
it and blow it into the sea with a blast. [20:97] 
With His 15 saying about the Prophets and Misa au! ule is one of them: 

bai81 pblip8° All Sia Guill Al 

Those are the ones whom Allah has guided, so from their guidance take an 
example. [6:90] 
The fourth proof: 


What is narrated by Tawatur of his alvs asle at! <l breaking and removing icons 
of Jahiliyyah with his own hand, and dispatching the Companions to break 
them, and from this: 


1. What is in Bukhari and Muslim of breaking icons surrounding the Ka’bah 
on the day of the conquest 

2. What is in Bukhari and Muslim of his ales ae ai! Le dispatching Jarir b. 
‘Abdillah al-Bajali with an expedition to break the icon Dhul-Khalasah in 
Yemen 
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3. What Nasa’i and other than him narrated that the Prophet albus 4sle <i! (lun 
dispatched Khalid b. al-Walid to Nakhlah to demolish ‘Uzza 

4. What Ibn Sa’d in his Tabaqat and others narrated that the Prophet 4) .l« 
als ale dispatched Mughirah b. Shu’bah and Abi Sufyan b. Harb to 
Ta’if to demolish Lat 

5. What Ibn Sa’d narrated that the Prophet aluis aule aU) ~lo dispatched ‘Alt b. 
Abi Talib to demolish Fulas the icon of Tay’ 

6. What Ibn Sa’d narrated that the Prophet ales ale ai! lo dispatched ‘Amr 
b. al-‘As to break Suwa’ 

7. What Ibn Sa’d narrated that the Prophet abs ale a) (be dispatched 
Tufayl b. ‘Amr ad-Dawsi to Daws to burn the idol Dhul-Kaffayn 

8. What Ibn Sa’d narrated that the Prophet ales ule 40) lb dispatched Sa’d 
b. Zayd al-Ashhali to Mushalal to demolish Manat 


The fifth proof: 


What Muslim narrated from ‘Amr b. ‘Abasah that he said to the Prophet #0) ~leo 
ales ale: What is that which you have been sent with? He said: “I have been 
sent to join ties of relationship, to break the idols, and to proclaim the Tawhid of 
Allah that nothing is to be associated with Him.” 


The sixth proof: 


What Muslim and other than him narrated from Abul-Hayyaj al-Asadi said: ‘Ali 
b. Abt Talib said to me: “I am sending you on the same mission as Allah’s 
messenger sent me. Do not leave a statue without defacing it, or a high grave 
without levelling it.” 


And “statue” here is indefinite in the context of negation so it includes all 
statues. 


The seventh proof: 


In Bukhari and Muslim from ‘A’ishah said: The Messenger of Allah ile <i) tue 
alu» entered upon me and I was concealed behind an imaged curtain. His face 
changed colour then he tore it down and said: “Verily from the most severely 
punished people on the Day of Resurrection are those who make something 
resembling Allah’s creation.” 


The eighth proof: 
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What was narrated by Tirmidhi — and he authenticated it — and Abu Dawid 
from Abi Hurayrah said: The Messenger of Allah alas ade ai) le said: “Jibril 
came to me and said: ‘Indeed I had come to you last night, and nothing 
prevented me from entering upon you at the house you were in, except that 
there were images of men at the door of the house, and there was a curtain 
screen with images on it, and there was a dog in the house. So go and sever the 
head of the image that is at the door so that it will become like a tree stump, and 
go and cut the screen and make two throw-cushions to be sat upon, and go and 
expel the dog.’ So the Messenger of Allah ales asle atl lo did so, and the dog 
was a puppy belonging to Hussayn or Hassan which was under his belongings, 
so he ordered him to expel it.” 


The ninth proof: 


“What Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated from Usamah «uc tl 2) said: I entered the 
Ka’bah with the Prophet alas ale at) lbs and saw an image so he commanded 
me to bring him a bucket of water. He then struck that image and said: “Allah 
cursed a people who used to make images of what they did not create.” 


The tenth proof: 


From Muhammad al-Hudhali from ‘Ali ie 4) ..) said: The Messenger of 
Allah alas asle 4) le was at a funeral and he said: “which of you will go to the 
city and not leave in it any idol but he will break it, or any grave but he will 
level it, or any image but he will deface it?” A man said: “I will, Oh Messenger 
of Allah ales ale at) jbo So he went, but he was afraid of the people of the 
city, so he came back, * Ali “ie 4) 42) said: I will go, Oh Messenger of Allah. 
He said: “Go.” So he went then he came back and said: Oh Messenger of Allah! 
I did not leave in it any idol but I broke it, or any grave but i leveled it, or any 
image but I defaced it. 


The eleventh proof: 


What Bukhari narrated from ‘A’ishah \gic 4) 2) said: The Messenger of Allah 
alas ale tl ls never left anything in his house which had the cross on it except 
that he defiled it. 


And Bukhari named the chapter “The chapter of defiling images.” 


The twelfth proof: 
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What Bukhari and Muslim narrated from Abii Hurayrah 4c 4) 2) said: The 
Messenger of Allah albus ale «il be said: “By Him in Whose hand is my life, the 
son of Mary aul le will soon descend among you as a just judge. He will 
break crosses, kill swine and abolish jiziyah and the wealth will pour forth to 


such an extent that no one will accept it.” 


From these texts it beomes clear that breaking icons and idols is what the law 


came with and praised, and this is evident from a number of angles: 


1. 


wR WN 


From the actions of the Messenger als 4ile ai) (ls when he broke icons 
with his own hands such as after the conquest of Makkah 

From his dispatching expeditions to break other icons 

From his command to the Companions to break icons 

His statement that he was sent to break icons 

His tearing off images whenever he saw one 
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The fourth subheading: The madhahib and statements of people of 


knowledge about it 


Firstly: From the statements and madhahib of the Sahabah and Salaf 


1. 


Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated from ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan «ic 4) 2) that he 
used to pray toward a box with statues, and was ordered to defile them. 


. Bayhaqi narrated in his Sunan from Abi Mas’iid “ic 4Hl 2) that a man 


invited him to a meal, so he said: Do you have images in your house? He 
said: Yes. So he refused to enter until he broke the images, then he 
entered. 


. Imam Ahmad narrated from al-Miswar b. Makhramah that he entered 


upon ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas to visit him, who saw designs on his dress so 
he said: What is this clothing Oh Abit ‘Abbas? He said: What is with it? 
He said: The design. He said: It is only disliked for those who are 
arrogant with it. What are these images on (your) dress? (Ibn ‘Abbas) 
said: There is no crime in that, don’t you see how we have burnt them 
with fire? Miswar left and said: Take this clothing off me and cut the 
heads of these images which are on it, so they cut it off. 


. Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated from Muhammad b. Sirin that he would not 


leave any icon to the people of Persia except that he would break it, and 
any fire except that he would extinguish it. 


. And Abush-Shaykh narrated from ‘Umar b. ‘Abdil-‘Aziz that he wrote to 


‘Adi b. Artah to remove all painted statues. 


Secondly: From statemends of the Hanafiyyah 


1. 


Sarakhsi said in Sharh as-Styar al-Kabir (3/1052): “And if they find a 
cross from gold or silver or statues among the spoils of war, or dirhams or 
dinars with statues, then the Imam should break all of it.” 


. Al-Mala ‘Alt al-Qari said in Mirgat al-Mafatth (4/177): “The scholars 


said: Image-making is prohibited, removing them is obligatory wherever 
it is discovered, and it is not permissble to sit where images are found.” 


. In al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah (2/216): “If the spoils of war include gold or 


silver necklaces that have the cross and statues on them, it is 
recommended to break them before distributing them.” 


Thirdly: From statements of the Malikiyyah 
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1. Qurtubi said in his Tafsir (10/314): “This verse indicates breaking idols if 
one is able.” And he also said: “What we have mentioned in the tafsir of 
this verse returns back to his elas le ail jlo saying: ‘I swear by Allah 
that the son of Mary will certainly descend as a just judge and he would 
definitely break the cross, and kill the swine and abolish jiziyah and 
would leave the young she-camel and no one would endeavour to collect 
Zakat on it.’ Bukhart and Muslim, and from this chapter is the Prophet 
ales due ail lo tearing off the curtain which had images on it, and that is 
also proof for the harm of images and musical instruments as we have 
mentioned and all of this is prohibited from obtaining and obliged to give 
up ownership, for the people of these images will be punished on the Day 
of Resurrection and it will be said to them to give life to what they 
created.” 

2. Kharashi said in Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil (3/15): “If the bell is ringed for 
the people to gather for their prayers, then it is to be broken and the 
perpetrator punished, and there is nothing (binding as payment) for it and 
the cross is similar to this, once they start showing it during their 
celebrations and prayers.” 


Fourthly: From statements of the Shafi’iyyah 


1. Al-‘Izz b. ‘Abdis-Salam said in Qawa’id al-Ahkam (1/156): “From the 
rights of Allah in jihad is to remove and erase kufr from the hearts and 
tongues of the Kuffar, and to salvage their churches and break their 
crosses and idols.” 

2. Ibn Hajar al-Haytami said in Tuhfat al-Muhtaj (6/29): “And icons, 
crosses, musical instruments and prohibited utensils are not obligatory to 
get rid of for those who are unable.” 

3. Zakartya al-Ansari said in Asna al-Matalib (2/346): “The capable, legally 
responsible individual is obliged to break icons.” 


Fifthly: From statements of the Hanabilah 


1. Ibn al-Qayyim (13 4) 4e5 said in at-Turug al-Hikmiyyah: “Places of 
evils from the notables and images can be destroyed, such as icons which 
are worshipped besides Allah, and if they are made from stones or wood 
and such, they can be broken and burnt.” And he said: “Abul-Hayyaj al- 
Asadi said: ‘Alt b. Abt Talib said to me: ‘I am sending you on the same 
mission as Allah’s Messenger sent me. Do not leave a statue without 
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obliterating it, or a high grave without levelling it.’ Narrated Muslim. 
And this indicates defiling images whatever the case, and levelling graves 
even if they are made from stones, bricks or clay. Marudhi said: I asked 
Ahmad: ‘A man sees images in a house, do you view that he informs its 
inhabitants?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ And his proof was this authentic narration. 
Bukhari narrated in his collection: ‘From Ibn ‘Abbas lsgic tl 4) that 
whenever the Prophet albus ule «i! lo saw images in a house, he wouldn’t 
enter it until they were defaced.’ And in Bukhari and Muslim: ‘That the 
Prophet albus asle atl lo said: The angels do not enter a house in which is 
a dog or an image.’ And in Bukhari from ‘A’ishah: ‘That the Messenger 
of Allah alas «ule at) ls wouldn’t leave anything with a cross on it in his 
house except that he would defile it.” And Bukhari and Muslim from Abi 
Hurayrah 4c 40) 2) said: The Messenger of Allah alu «ule ai) le said: 
‘By Him in Whose hand is my life, the son of Mary eu! 4 will soon 
descend among you as a just judge. He will break crosses, kill swine and 
abolish jiziyah and the wealth will pour forth to such an extent that no 
one will accept it.’ These Messengers of Allah agile aos; a) Gl slo 
Ibrahim, Misa, ‘Isa and their Seal Muhammad ales ale atl be all of them 
used to destroy the prohibited. And such were also the Companions (<4) 
agic all so the opponents of this have no way to run.” And he said in 
Rawdat al-Muhibbin (p. 481): “Allah verily sent His Messengers to break 
icons and worship Him alone with no partner.” 

2. Buhutt said in Daga’iq Awli an-Nahi (1/647) and Kashshaf al-Qina’ 
(3/76): “And he will break the cross and kill the swine according to 
transmitted text.” 

3. Mardawi said in Insaf (6/248): “His statement (meaning Ibn Qudamah) 
“Whoever breaks a flute, a mandoline, or a cross, or a silver or gold 
utensil, or a utensil for alcohol, is not obliged to repay its sum.’ And 
likewise the rodd, the drum, the dice, instruments or magic, incantations, 
astrology, images of horses, idols and icons.” 


Sixthly: From statements of the Dhahiriyyah 


Ibn Hazm said in the Muhalla (8/147): “And whoever breaks a silver or gold 
utensil, there is nothing upon him, for the prohibition of Allah’s Messenger .l= 
alas 4ule atl from these things is sufficient, and likewise whoever breaks a cross.” 


And he also said (11/338): “And the above-mentioned utensils, crosses and 
idols must all be broken.” 
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The second chapter: Response to the misconceptions raised by scholars of 
misguidance 


The first subheading: The misconception that the Sahabah left statues alone in 
the lands they conquered 


The second subheading: The misconception that only those statues which are 
worshipped are prohibited 


The third subheading: The misconception that Maslahah calls to leaving those 
statues alone 


The fourth subheading: The misconception that these statues belong to the 
people of dhimmah 


The fifth subheading: The misconception that analogy is to be drawn between 
these statues and dolls 
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The first subheading: The misconception that the Sahabah left statues 
alone in the lands they conquered 


In their defense of the Buddha idols, some scholars of misguidance have stated 
that they are from the remnants of jahiltyyah, which the Companions, their 
followers and others left alone, and thus it is obligatory for these idols to be left 
alone. 


The answer to this misconception is as follows: 


Know that statues and images of ignorance which the Muslims found during the 
Islamic conquets, had been destroyed and annihilated by clear-cut evidence. No 
Muslim who understands the Companions and their degree of adhering to 
Tawhid and shunning shirk and its people, will doubt this. Our guide in that is 
the method of Mustafa in all things, wherein during his life, he dispatched them 
to completely annihilate idols. There is no doubt that they did that just as they 
spread Tawhid, and we know with certain knowledge that they annihilated the 
filth of icons, objects of worship and false deities in the lands which they 
conquered, and they even used to destroy books as Ibn Khaldiin mentioned in 
his Mugaddimah (p. 480): “When Persia was conquered, many books were 
found therein. Sa’d b. Abt Waqqas wrote to ‘Umar b. al-Khattab asking for 
permission to narrate them to Muslims. So ‘Umar wrote back, commanding that 
they be submerged in water. For if they contained guidance then Allah has 
already guided us through His Guidance, and if they contained misguidance 
then Allah is sufficient for us. So the books were destroyed with water or with 
fire and the knowledge of Persians was lost.” 


If they did this to books, then what do you think they did to icons and objects of 
worship? 


And know that these ignorant ones from the scholars of misguidance made the 
likes of these icons a part of historical heritage which must be safeguarded, and 
lied — may Allah destroy them — for the Buddha idols are attributed to the 
Afghans, and the pharaonic icons and objects of worship are attributed to the 
Egyptians, just like ‘Uzza, Lat and Manat are attributed to Arabs. And these 
Arab idols of ignorance were destroyed by Muslims, and these other objects are 
from their own time of ignorance and so they must be destroyed. Do you see 
them weeping at the breaking of ‘Uzza and Lat as well? 
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As for those images, statues and objects of worship which the Muslims did not 
destroy, they are of three types: 


The first type: 


Those statues which were inside of their churches and places of worship 
wherein they prayed, so these were left alone with the condition that they are 
not seen in public. And this is included in the well-known Pact of ‘Umar with 
the people of Dhimmah: “We will not ring the bells except silently inside of our 
churches, and we will not erect the cross on them...and we will not bring the 
cross or our book with us to the markets of Muslims.” Ibn al-Qayyim tl 4s) 
isl said about “we will not erect the cross on them” in Ahkam Ahl adh- 
Dhimmah (2/719): “Because the cross is from the apparent signs of kufr and 
this is why they are prevented from showing it. Ahmad said in a narration from 
Hanbal: ‘That they do not raise a cross, bring out pigs, raise a fire, or bring out 
alcohol. And to prevent them from this is binding upon the Imam.’ And ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq said Ma’mar narrated to us from ‘Amr b. Maymin b. Mihran who said: 
‘Umar b. ‘Abdil-*Aziz ordered to prevent the Christians of Syria from ringing 
their bells, erecting their cross on their churches, and if any one of them is 
found engaging in these things after being notified about their prohibition, his 
property is to be confiscated and belongs to whoever found him. 


And showing the cross is from the category of showing icons, because the 
object which Christians worship is just like the rest of the icons. This is why 
they are labeled cross-worshippers, and they are not to hang the cross on the 
gates of their churches and their wall inscriptions are to be covered, unless they 
are on the inside.” 


The second type: 


The inability to destroy and remove these statues due to the quality of their 
build. Likes of this are the large rocks and buildings in mountains which cannot 
be removed or changed, and Ibn Khaldtin mentioned in his Muqaddimah (p. 
383) that some great structures were not built by one dynasty, but by a 
successive dynastic series over long periods of time, until they’ve been 
completed and became a place of their celebrations. He said “This is why we 
find many traces of great buildings which cannot be destroyed, even though 
many dynasties have attempted to destroy them, even though demolition is 
easier than construction.” This has two examples: 
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The first: 


That Rashid attempted to demolish the Taq Kasra, embarking to gather workers 
and equipment, and burned it with fire and vinegar until he found his endeavor 
impossible. 


The second: 
That Ma’miin wanted to demolish the pyramids of Egypt, but was unable. 
The third type: 


These statues were buried below the earth or submerged by sand during the 
times of the conquests and were not discovered until very recently, and this is 
the case with many of the Pharaonic remnants in Egypt, for example the Abi 
Simbal temple in Egypt, and it is the largest of Pharaonic temples, was 
submerged in sand with its statues and icons until about a century and a half 
ago, and most icons which were discovered in Egypt were not uncovered until 
recently. Magqrizi (Died 845) mentioned in Khitat (1/122) that the Sphinx was 
below the sand in his own time, and nothing of it was apparent except its head 
and neck only as oposed to today. And Zarkalt was asked about the pyramids 
and the Sphinx and what is similar to that in Shibah Jazirat al-‘Arab (4/1188): 
“Did the Companions see them when they entered Egypt? So he said: Most of it 
was submerged by sand, in particular the Sphinx.” 


Therefore it is not correct at all to attribute leaving of these statues to the best of 
generations a&b+\5 agic 411 4), for they were from the most keen of mankind 
upon establishing Tawhid and its symbols, and eradicating shirk and its 
remnants. 
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The second subheading: The misconception that only those statues which 
are worshipped are prohibited 


This is clearly false, and that can be proven from a number of angles: 
The first angle: 


Mention of what preceded in the second subheading of the first chapter in that 
the texts prohibit the statues generally and encompassing all statues whether 
taken for worship or other than it and that the generality of these texts returns 
back to wording and meaning, so whoever specifies anything from them, upon 
him is to bring proof. 


The second angle: 


That even though this matter is obvious, to block the means to it is a principle 
from principle of Islam — in particular when it comes to Tawhid and protecting 
its flanks, so these icons are prohibited by blocking the means. 


The third angle: 


What Tirmidhi narrated and authenticated, along with Abu Dawid from Abi 
Hurayrah who said: The Messenger of Allah ales aule at) lo said: “Jibril came 
to me and said: ‘Indeed I had come to you last night, and nothing prevented me 
from entering upon you at the house you were in, except that there were images 
of men at the door of the house, and there was a curtain screen with images on 
it, and there was a dog in the house. So go and sever the head of the image that 
is at the door so that it will become like a tree stump, and go and cut the screen 
and make two throw-cushions to be sat upon, and go and expel the dog.’ So the 
Messenger of Allah ales «ule «il ls went and did as commanded.” 


So if Jibril commanded the Messenger alu ule ai! bo to cut the head of a statue 
in his house, how can one say that this statue in the house of the master of sons 
of Adam lus ale atl le was for the purpose of worship? 


Whoever says this has stripped Islam from his neck and Allah’s refuge is 
sought, and nothing remains except that all statues are obligatory to be removed 
and broken. 


The fourth angle: 
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That the statues of Buddha for which the scholars of misguidance weep are 
icons worshipped besides Allah, and the Buddhists worship them across the 
world and deify the Buddha and pray to him, and more than six-hundred million 
adhere to his religion. They are widespread in China, Japan, Nepal, India and 
elsewhere (al-Mawsw’ah al-Muyyasarah 2/772). There is no better proof for 
their sanctifying and worship these icons than their rage at their destruction, and 
they even tear up the Mushaf out of revenge for their objects of worship, may 
Allah’s successive curse be upon them. 


These are the icons with the destruction of which the scholars of misguidance 
agree, as they made it a condition that they must be worshipped besides Allah 
and that Islam only permits destroying that which is taken for worship. 
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The third subheading: The misconception that Maslahah calls to leaving 
those statues alone 


These people of Maslahah are two types: 
The first type: 


The people of religious maslahah, and these say that the benefit of da’wah 
requires wisdom and patience, especially since Allah 13 says: 


j 12) gd AW Ign tus8 AU! 9S ¢ UgF0 Gwal Igrins Vo 
PALS yay 19 Qrud U9> (yo UGS 4 3 


And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Allah 
in enmity without knowledge. [6:108] 


And that the destruction of these icons will make them insult Islam and tear up 
the Mushafs. 


The second type: 


The people of wordly maslahah, and these are those that say that these icons 
present an economic interest to their lands as they are tourist attractions. 


The answer to both is general and detailed 


As for the general response: 


From the greatest of benefits is to establish Tawhid and build its pillars, and to 
destroy shirk and its remnants. And there is no greater harm than to leave the 
appearances of shirk and ido-worship alone while being able to prevent them. 
Consider the story of Ibrahim au!) 4le which was mentioned in the Qur’an, 
how he broke the idos and did not look at the likes of these imaginary benefits 
which the Shaytan inspires to some who permit him to have authority over 
themselves. 


And consider the story of the delegation of Thaqif when they entered Islam. The 
delegation asked the Messenger of Allah ales ae atl Ls to promise not to break 
Lat the Taghiyyah for three years, and the Messenger of Allah alu «ule a) lo 
refused. They then asked for it to be left for a year, and he refused. Then they 
asked for one month, and he refused to ever permit such a thing. They wanted to 
do this so that they do not alienate their foolish, women and children by 
destroying it, so the Prophet sent Mughirah b. Shu’bah and Abi Sufyan b. Harb 
to destroy it. 
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Now consider the benefits they mentioned: 


1. That they are new in Islam so they need connection with their people 

2. They feared opposition from the fools among their people 

3. They wanted to stay well-liked by their people and did not want to scare 
them away from Islam 


With all that, the Prophet albus ule 4) .lo viewed that the benefit is in destroying 
the fortresss of shirk, uprooting its pillars and wiping its dens away. And he 
never considered these imaginary benefits. 


Ibn al-Qayyim (1 ail 4«a5 said in the benefits of this story of Thaqif in Zad al- 
Mi’ad (3/506): “From them is that it is not permissible to allow places of shirk 
and Tawaghit to remain while able to demolish and annihilate them even for a 
single day, because they are from the symbols of kufr and shirk and from the 
greatest of evils, so it is absolutely not permitted to look away while able to 
remove them.” 


And he said in (3/601): “To demolish the places of shirk which are taken as 
houses for Tawaghit is more beloved to Allah and His Messengers and more 
beneficial to Islam and Muslims than destroying bars and whorehouses, and this 
is the case of shrines on top of graves which are worshipped besides Allah and 
their dwellers are joined in worship with Allah, it is not permissible to leave 
them and their destruction is obligatory, and it is not correct to stop at them, or 
be silent concerning them. 


As for the detailed response: 


The first misconception: The verse was revealed in Makkah during the 
weakness of Muslims, and it was regarding insulting in particular. And the one 
upon whom it was revealed alus ule atl. came with breaking icons and idols, 
and commanded with it. These two matters do not cancel one another out, 
because if Muslims are weak and unable to remove and destroy the idols, the 
harm of insulting those who commit shirk in Allah lis ix is greater than 
just insulting their gods without removing or demolishing them, and this is what 
the Muslims of Makkah were upon before the Hijrah. And when they were 
supported and become capable to remove and destroy the Tawaghit, the benefit 
of removing them became greater than the harm of polytheists insulting Allah 
ailaus, and this is what the Messenger ales 4yle ail lL did after the conquest of 
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Makkah, when he destroyed their icons and dispatched military contingents to 
destroy the rest. 


And response to the second misconception which is leaving them for the 
sake of economic interest, is from two angles 


The first angle: 


That this speech is the greatest of falsehood, for these callers to misguidance 
used falsehood upon falsehood as proof, when they claimed that the benefit of 
disbelievers traveling to the lands of Muslims which they call tourism, 
necessitates that these icons be left alone. 


It is said to them: 


If the proofs for prohibtiion of these icons and necessity of breaking and 
demolishing them did not include the prohibition of keeping them for the sake 
of having disbelievers and tourists arrive to witness them, their inference would 
be correct. However, the Kuffar never come to Muslim lands except that they 
bring afflictions, harms and evils. And they never entered a land under the guise 
of tourism except that they brought evils which no sane person who understands 
the reality of what they are upon will deny. 


So how do you leave the clear, apparent, widespread texts proving the 
prohibition of these icons and the obligation to remove and destroy them, for 
this flawed reasoning? 


The second angle: 


That even if we grant them the above-mentioned point, the benefit of 
establishing Tawhid and demolishing icons is greater than worldly benefits, and 
Allah guaranteed those who follow His Legislation to provide for them, when 
He cclleis cilae said: 


al.a8 yo All aks) Opus ALE pike Ob 
And if you fear privation, Allah will enrich you from His bounty. [9:28] 


Ibn Kathir (tt 4) aca said in his Tafsir (2/364): “Muhammad b. Ishaq said: 
The people used to say the markets will be cut off, our trade will perish, and our 
earnings will vanish. Then Allah revealed this verse.” 
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The fourth subheading: The misconception that these statues belong to the 
people of dhimmah 


Some of them say that these icons belong to the people of dhimmah who affirm 
what they are upon, so it is not permissible to violate them. 


The answer to this misconception is as follows: 


The scholars of all madhahib have agreed that the people of dhimmah are to 
affirm what they are upon from their religion and how they pray and worship, 
but that does not mean that they are permitted to show anything of their rites, or 
that they show their crosses and icons in public, because then they will be 
broken and destroyed as opposed to if they are hidden. Ibn Hazm said in 
Maratib al-Ijma’ (p. 134): “If they do not show the cross on their churches or to 
the Muslims...and do not show their symbols and crosses publicly, and their 
fire in front of Muslims.” 


From what the scholars of madhahib said 
From the Hanafiyyah: 


Abt Bakr al-Kasani al-Hanafi said in Baday?’ as-Sanay?’ (7/114): “They are not 
to be permitted to show their cross during their celebrations, for that is showing 
the symbols of kufr, and this cannot be permitted in Muslim lands. If they do it 
inside their churches, that is not a problem, and likewise if they ring their bells 
inside of their churches there is no problem; Because then they did not make 
their rites apparent. But if they ring them outside they are prevented from this, 
because that is showing their symbols.” 


Kamal ad-Din b. al-Humam said in Fath al-Qadir (6/60): “If the people of 
dhimmah celebrate their celebrations with their crosses and other than that, let 
them do it in their churches however much they like. As for when they bring it 
out of the churches to the point they are out in the open, that is not allowed — 
they are to leave their churches discreetly.” 


From the Malikiyyah: 


Hattab said in at-Taj wal-Iklil (4/602): “Ibn Habib said: The dhimmis are 
prevented from showing alcohol and swine to the Muslims, and they are broken 
if they are found in public and the drunkard from them is to be disciplined. If 
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they publicly show their cross during their celebration and prayers, it must be 
broken and the perpetrator disciplined.” 


And Sawi al-Maliki said in his Hashiyyah ‘Ala ash-Sharh as-Saghir (2/316): 
“And likewise, his cross is broken if he shows it in public.” 


From the Shafi’iyyah: 


Shafi’? said in Umm (4/210): “You are not to show any cross in public among 
the Muslims, do your shirk in public, or build churches or prayer-rooms, to ring 
the bell, and to make your speech of shirk about ‘Isa b. Maryam public, or about 
anyone else from the Muslims.” 


Ibn Hajar al-Haytamt said in Tuhfat al-Muhtaj (9/302): “They are prevented 
from showing their evil among us such as alcohol, swine and bells — and the 
Christians strike these during their prayer times and celebrations, and likewise 
loud clapping and lamenting, (loudly) reading the Tawrah and Injil, even if they 
do it inside their churches; Because it constitutes harms such as showing the 
symbols of kufr. If they refrain from showing it publicly they are not prevented. 
The alcohol which is in public is to be poured out, and bells are to be 
destroyed.” 


From the Handbilah: 


Ibn Muflih al-Hanbalt said in al-Furt’ (6/276): “They are forcibly prevented 
from showing alcohol and swine, and if they do so we destroy them and if they 
do not, then no. This is transmitted from Ahmad. And showing their 
celebrations, crosses, ringing bells and raising voice with their books or upon 
the dead. And our Shaykh said: Likewise publicly eating during Ramadan, and 
it is transmitted from Ahmad that they do not ring their bells. His intended 
meaning — and Allah knows best — is doing it publicly. It is said in the Rawdah 
and other books: The dhimmah is not broken as long as they do not come out in 
public.” 


Safarint said in Ghadha’ al-Albab (1/240): “It is necessary to deny them to show 
whatever is prohibited in our law, if it is alcohol it is poured out, if it is a cross 
or lute, it is permissible to break it. If they show their kufr they are disciplined 
and prevented from showing whatever is prohibited for the Muslims.” 


From the Dhahiriyyah: 
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Ibn Hazm il 4ex5 said in the Muhalla: “That they are humiliated with Islam 
ruling over them, and that they do not show anything from their kufr or from 
what is prohibited in the religion of Islam. He J=s 5< said: 


G29 O95 V (s8S palildg 
And fight them until there is no fitnah. [8:39] 
End quote. 


What has preceded makes clear that this misconception falls on its head and that 
the people of dhimmah are not to show anything of their religious rites among 
Muslims publicly. 
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The fifth subheading: The misconception that analogy is to be drawn 
between these statues and dolls 


Here the scholars of misguidance draw analogy between the icons of Buddha 
and girls’ dolls which the Messenger of Allah ales asle aU) .bo gave a particular 
permit for! 


The answer to this misconception is from various angles 
The first angle: 


This is from the falsest of analogies, because it draws similitude between having 
a choice in something after it was detestable, to permitting kufr after Iman as in 
His .jb3 saying: 
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Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief except for one who is forced 
while his heart is secure in faith. [16:106] 


They say that as kufr in the state of duress is permitted, so is it permitted in the 
state of having a choice. So they drew analogy between the very statues in 
which is a stern prohibition, with girls’ dolls which the Legislator exempted 
from the general prohibition, as He exempted the one under duress by 
permitting him to utter kufr. The correct analogy would be to draw between 
these statues and Lat and ‘Uzza due to them having sharing the same ‘illah in 
being worshipped besides Allah 14, as well as being otherwise equal. As Lat 
and ‘Uzza are icons which the Arabs used to worship, so are the Buddha statues 
worshipped besides Allah, and did not cease to be worshipped until today, so all 
of them share the same ruling. 


The second angle: 


The scholars have mentioned that all statues are prohibited due to their shared 
merit except the dolls speicfically, and Ijma’ was reported on this by more than 
one and was mentioned previously, and with that the permissibility of dolls is 
not agreed upon as some of the scholars believed that their permissibility had 
been abrogated by the general proofs prohibiting images. 


The third angle: 
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That even if we grant them that their analogy is correct, despite being far away 
from that, then those that claim the dolls of ‘A’ishah were true images of 
animate creatures must provide proof, and there is no way to prove such a thing. 
Her dolls were neither engraved nor sculpted, but were made made from rags 
and wool, as the following indicates: 


1. That their dolls were made by girls, and no sane person will claim that 
they knew how to engrave or sculpt or make them appear like real-life 
statues as we see today 

2. The narration of ‘A’ishah is a foundation in that, and it is authentic, that 
when the Messenger als «ule ai) lo saw her doll, he asked her: “What is 
this in the middle?” She said: “A horse!” He said: “And what is on him?” 
She said: “Wings!” And the narration mentions that the wings were made 
from rags 
This indicates that the image of her doll was not apparent as to be 
recognized without questioning. Rather it was composed from various 
materials, such as wood and rags and so on 

3. The narration of Rabi’a bint Mu’widh in Bukhart and Muslim: “Since 
then we used to fast on that day regularly and also make our boys fast. 
We used to make woolen toys for the boys.” 


Thus their analogy is not correct in any case, whether by a common or different 
‘illah, and Allah’s refuge is sought. 
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Conclusion 


Know, my Muslim brother, that the foundation of all foundations is Tawhid, 
and whoever safeguards his Tawhid is protected. And every Muslim must 
complete two matters in his Iman: 


The first: Iman in Allah alone. 
The second: Kufr in Taghit. 


As He (lt said: 


So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the 
most trustworthy handhold. [2:256] 


And from kufr in Taghutt is to declare takfir upon mushrikin such as the 
Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, Christians, Majiis and other than them, to dethrone 
their objects of worship and remove them if one is able, and to dissassociate 
from them and from whatever they worship besides Allah as He 14 said: 
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There has already been for you an excellent pattern in Ibrahim and those 
with him, when they said to their people, “Indeed, we are disassociated 
from you and from whatever you worship other than Allah. We have 
denied you, and there has appeared between us and you animosity and 
hatred forever until you believe in Allah alone." [60:4] 


So consider what is in this verse from disassociation, as it is composed of two 
matters: 


1. “From you” meaning a disassociation from the kuffar themselves. 
2. “And from whatever you worship other than Allah” meaning a 
disassociation from their icons and idols. 


By Allah those have not disassociated from what the Buddhists worship who 
defend them and wish for them to remain, weep for them and spread this among 
the public, and support the idol-worshippers against Muslims. 
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We ask Allah 14 to avert from us deviance and misguidance, and to grant us 
success through guidance, Tawhid and Sunnah, and to take our souls while we 
are Muslims, and to count us among the Salihin. 


And may the Blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family 
and companions altogether. 
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